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21 YEARS CM STUDY 


J. A. Hyiiels 



Despite the possibility of rid-j “disturbed” by unexplain- 
icu’e, people who see unidenti- ed sightings, 
fieri, flying objects should re-1 He said 30 per cent of the 
port them, an astronomy pro-reports in the Condon book could 


fessor from Illinois said at the 
University of Waterloo ‘ Thurs¬ 
day. 

The advice came from J. Al¬ 
len Hyiiek of Northwestern Uni¬ 
versity, Chicago, who has stud¬ 
ied t he U7P-. rllvx -ticn for 21 
years. . 

Voicing concern about “the 
problem,” Prof, Hynek said 
despite the fact that sightings 
are still being, mads daily,'noth¬ 
ing is being dons about it. 

Ke investigates every puz¬ 
zling report lie can, while urging 
Ills United Stales government to 
provide funds for a thorough 
study. 

' Another problem is the ac¬ 
ceptance by ths government of 
a report from Dr. Edward U. 
.Condon at the University of Col¬ 
orado. The United States Air 
[Force commissioned the study, 
which reached no conclusion. . 
t The government has closed 
| the subject, he said. 

. Prof. Ilynck has found that 
[from 20 to S3 pa ? cent, of peo¬ 
ple who attend talks of UFOs 
have seen something which 
they could not explain or know 
someone who has. but only a 
small percentage were report¬ 
ed. 

This leads him to believe that 
there is a “vast untapped reser¬ 
voir of information in the unre¬ 
ported sightings.” 

But lie is looking for just the 
“close encounters . . : moving 
lights ^arc a dime .a dozen.” 

Prof. Kynck said .he was 


be blamed on natural heavenly 
bodies, 30 per cent were birds, 
balloons or oilier misinterpret¬ 
ed natural phenomena, and the 
rest were lioi explained. 

“A great many UFO sight¬ 
ings are actually lFOs .. . that 
is, identifiable flying objects. 
Mostly they are eases of misin¬ 
terpretation. 

He said many assume UFOs 
contain extra-terrestial beings 
and, in fact, “many people hope 
they do have little green men 
in them ... it makes them feel 
more comfortable . . '. some¬ 
thing to believe in.” 

The astronomer showed a 
number of slides. 

Most of the pictures showed 
classical, disc - sahped objects, 
silver metallic in hue and often 
pointed on lop. All the objects 
were said to have moved rapid¬ 
ly- 

Prof. Hynck said in the hun¬ 
dreds of reports he has invest!- j 
gated, most witnesses were in-' 
teliigent, educated and articu¬ 
late. He believed them to be 
relating what they saw. j 

Observers of UFOs include 
airline pilots, air control oper¬ 
ators, reputable businessmen 
and scientists. 

“Yet the government and the 
air force say that UFOs don’t 
exist. 

“UFOs cause some laughter 
among people when they tall; 
about the subject, but this gig¬ 
gling simply shows people’s an¬ 
xiety about the situation.” 

A question period followed 
:the professor’s talk. 
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Five Cc-dar Falls youths lights,” and a red glow, 

claimed to have seen an They said the objc 
unidentified flving object over sighted over South Mam St., and 
the 'city MoVIdiy 'shoi tly - after 9 was lost as they drove up ever a 
pun. hill 

The five. Daryl Whitehead, 16: 

Dsr: Ted!it. IT; Tom N'cfsscn, 17; 

...... y-.-rr. 16. end Jerry fires. 

i had three big 
1e rect 
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Youths tell of seeing UEQ 

g its,” ar.d a red glow. 

They said the object was 


Cedar Fells Police, the Iowa 
Highway Petrol, and the 
Wate r’.''" Municipal Airport were 
notified cl ili “UFO." hut wtc- 


AUCKLAND (CP) — 
New Zealand lias been 
puzzled for the last couple 
of months by the mysteri¬ 
ous appearance of circles 
of vegetation on widely- 
separated farms in vari¬ 
ous parts of the country. 

Scientists claim all of them 
can be explained, tout tlieir 
explanations hays not con¬ 
vinced a good many people 
who have visited the sites. 

The first phenomenon ap¬ 
peared early in September 
near the township of Ngalea, 
where a CO-foot circle of 
scrub was found dead ancl 
bleached on a farm, with 
three V-shaped grooves inside 
the circle and pointing to the 
centre. There were no marks 
of a tracked vehicle any¬ 
where near. 

Members' of the Auckland 
University JLJindeiitiflc-d..Flyiu« 
^Objects.iVtoiiheii Gr'oupVisit- 
"ed'uic spot and were certain 
the phenomenon was no hoax 
and rejected a plant disease 
as responsible. 

A HORTICULTURIST 
claimed that the scrub was 
cooked from the inside out 
and that “no earthly source 
of energy” would cause such 
an effect. 

However, government scien¬ 
tists wha visited the site some 
time later g ive an opinion that 
the cause was saprophytic 
fungus livi; g in the dead tis¬ 
sue probably following flight. 
An official'government state¬ 
ment denied that there was 
any radioactivity present, 

Other scientists said the 
marks on the ground were 
caused by pigs routing. 

But the farmer on whose 
property f:o phenomenon ap¬ 
peared is far from happy 
with the f-ndings. He denies 
that fungi i attack produces 
an effect ..uch as described, 
and says he knows perfectly 
well what pig rooting looks 
like and il does not l c-scmble 
the marks on his farm. 

Meanvlr e, 1 wo mysterious 
circles c-f burned grass op 
perked on farm at Kakarca, 
in another district. The owner 
of the farm was riding his 
horse when l>e saw the brown 
circles, hut the horse fcreame 
sr.d sillv” rad re- 

'-I 


tion. Later, a third circle was 
found lying across a fence 
line — and the fence was un¬ 
damaged. 

A farmer some distance 
away reported that he saw 
two bright orbs cf light fol¬ 
lowing each other lew in the 
western sky one night at 
about the time the circles ap¬ 
peared. 

Later, reports also claimed 
that disease or a spray could 
have been responsible fer the 
circles, but local people again 
rejected the theories. 

Another burned circle was 
found a few days later in still 
another area at Puketutu on 
a small island in the middle 
of a pond. A fanner was 
herding cattle clown to the 
pond, but suddenly they 
turned about and rushed 
away. 

A dog would not drink from 
the pond and further attempts 
to get the cattle near it were 
fruitless. 


Deecmbar 2, 1969 
Muscatins, Iowa 
Journal 


UFO sighted; 


IT) 

Q 

Cj 

or 

p 

o 

?r 

H* 

CO 

w 

c 

o 

CO 

Y-t\ 

o 

§ 

n 

o 


3 

o 


jr.L 


d 


irsevis reported 
<3*1 1 

Reports of an unidentified 
flying object (UFO) and thefts 
of' items from car have been 
given Muscatine police. 

The UFO was reported by 
Burdette Petti, 318 Green St., 
about 10:29 p.m. Monday. Pettit 
said lie saw a bright blue light, 
and red flashing light over the 
Mississippi river bridge, accord¬ 
ing to the police “blotter.” 

Dan Robertson, 1520 Washing¬ 
ton SL. reported the theft of two 
tachometers from his stock car. 

Four recapped tires (825x14) 
were reported stolen by Robert 
Herrin, 1206 Granc Ave. 

-Harold Blake o‘ Blake’s TV 
Service, 210 Iowa Ave., reported 
the screen on a back door of the 
firm had.been cut between clos¬ 
ing horn - Saturday night and 
Monday morning. No entry was 
gained to the building.. 
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Dy STEVE BAILEY 

The group who came to the Univer¬ 
sity of California, Riverside, Tower 
Mali yesterday to lounge on the grass 
and hear about “little green men” — 
went away disappointed. 

Instead of telling anecdotes of ex¬ 
traterrestrial visitors, as many seemed 
to expect, Stanton T. Friedman present¬ 
ed a rather staid argument for the theo¬ 
retical existence of flying saucers. 

Blasting the Air Force for “decep¬ 
tion” in its treatment of unidentified 
flying objects (UFO), Friedman called 
for “lifting the laughter curtain” re¬ 
garding UFOs. 

“What we’re dealing with is a philo¬ 
sophical problem,” Friedman said, ad¬ 
mitting “flying saucers are sort of a pe¬ 
culiar subject to talk about.” 

Friedman, who holds a master’s de¬ 
gree in physics from Northwestern Uni¬ 
versity, began his talk with the asser¬ 
tion, “we have been visited by intelli- 
controUed vehicles from outside 


i gently 
! earth.” 

1: 


The sparse crowd of about 200 
J-Sbowed its relish at this hint of what 
iwas to come. : * 

¥*. . 


However, Friedman relied on Sen¬ 
ate hearings, and Air Force statistics 
for most of his argument, rather than 
popular accounts of visits by huma¬ 
noids, as he termed than, and the 
crowd grew restless, melting to half its 
size by Friedman’s conclusion. 

If they had endured statistics, they 
would have heard an impressive., but 
theoretical argument for the existence 
of UFOs. 

"The Air Force, Friedman charged, 
is guilty of "dishonesty or a credibility 
gap — whatever you want to call it” for 
stating that all UFO sightings can be 
explained by "conventional phenomenon 
under unconventional circumstances.” 

As an example, Friedman noted a 
recent Air Force press release from the 
midwest explaining thousands of re¬ 
ports of a UFO sighting from competent 
sources as due to the atmosphere’s ef¬ 
fect on three bright stars. 

“It sounded very convincing,” said 
Friedman, until he checked the docu¬ 
mentation. ■- . ; ; V 

“There was only one problem,” 
Friedman said. “The stars that the Air 
Force said caused the phenomenon 


IN TOBACCO ROW AREA 
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Couple, Reports -Flying Ob 
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A Bedford County couple has 
reported a large, bright, fast 
moving unidentified flying ob- 
ject t hat spaijnedlheTliy TTnirs- 
day in a matter of minutes. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jdin Capron of 
Locust Hill off Boonsboro Road 
said they watched the object 
for “two to three minutes.” Mrs. 
Capron said it came out of the 
Tobacco Row Mountain area in 
Amherst County and traveled 
southeast for "about two to 
three” minutes before disap¬ 
pearing. She said she and her 
husband watched the object, 
which she described as "too 
large to be an airplane”, travel 
: “lickety-split” across tire sky in 
a line parallel to the earth’s 
curvature. 

She further described the ob¬ 
ject as “very large” and white, 
but added that she had no idea 
of its size, distance from her, 
or angle in relation with the 
■ earth. “It was not just a ray 
of light,” Mrs. Capron said, and 
•she immediately ruled out the 
• possibility of a search beam or 
! au airplane. She said she and 
‘her husband sighted the UFO 
between 7:25 and 7:30 pan. 
Thursday. 

Mrs. Capron said II e unidenti¬ 
fied object did not vai y its speed 
and appeared to be at a high 
altitude. 

Observers at the Federal 
Aviation Agency Control Tower 
at the Lynchburg Municipal Air- 
p'-rt said there wore no other 
r. ports of the unidentified object 
rr.t it wr.s net s:;:i from the 


lower. One observer added that 
a possible explanation might be 
the Echo balloon transmitter 
which is “SO to 100” feet across, 
and is still spanning the skies. 

Echo is one of the few com¬ 
munications satellites visible 
with the naked eye, and comes 
within 1,000 miles of the earth 
at its closest point. It is visible 
for about five minutes and was 
launched in 1960. 

The Lynchburg police say 
they’ve had no calls about the 


adds that it hasn’t heard any¬ 
thing about it either. 

Capt. N. E. Smoot, chief of 
the city’s fire-prevention bureau, 
did say though, that there was 
an object sighted about a year 
ago. 

He said it burned a circular 
land area an acre across behind 
the old Odd Fellows Hall off 
the Lynchburg Expressway. 
Smoot said that object ap¬ 
parently was a flare, judging 
from particles that were 


mysterious object. And th e,discovered, during subsequent 
Lynchburg Fire Department [investigation. 


were on the other side of the earth 
when the sightings occurred.” 

Friedman said the Air Force Proj¬ 
ect Blue-book Report Number 1-i listed 
434 unexplained sightings from reliable 
observers. 

‘•'That's 19.7 pin* cent of the total 
cases,” according lo Friedman. 

Friedman commented on a list of 
.“common misbeliefs” concerning UFOs 
as follows: 

Only UFO “buffi” report sight¬ 
ings — “The c-xacl opposite is nearer 
’he truth.” 

yS UFOs are reported by unstable 
people — “True, but even greater num¬ 
bers arc reported by stable intelligent 
observers.” 

y,* UFOs are never reported by 
scientifically trained people — “Com¬ 
pletely false.” 

.<? UFOs are never seen at close 
range, just at a distance — “The oppos¬ 
ite is probably truer.” 

UFO reports are generated by 
publicity — “True, but it isn’t the solo 
cause of high incidences of sightings.” 

y* UFOs have never been official¬ 
ly sighted on Air Force radar — “Cer¬ 
tainly, but that’s not to say that many 
‘oddities’ haven’t been sighted.” 

We must be willing not to use con¬ 
ventional standards on unconventional 
problems, according to Friedman. Less 
than a decade ago, a noted scientist 
proved reports of UFOs traveling 10,000 
miles per hour were false because, he 
contended, they would have burned up 
in the atmosphere at such speeds. 

Which was -very true at: that time, 
said Friedman. But today Project Apol¬ 
lo vehicles leave and re-enter the 
earth’s atmosphere at 18,000 rnpli with 
no ill effects. 

At the conclusion of Friedman’s lec¬ 
ture, several youths came reward and 
asked questions about such reports as 
the seduction of a Brazilian farmer by 
humanoids in a flying saucer. 

It seemed to bo what the suddenly 
interested group had been wailing for 
all along. • 
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Men horn Mars, who terrified a million or more 
Ameiicnn radio irvrTs - Bl years ago, couldn’t raise an eye¬ 
brow in San Antonio, Tex. recently. 

Tie Orson Welles radio drama, War of the Worlds, 
was replayed by a local radio station on the 31st 
anniv irsavv of its broadcast over a nationwide i etwork 
on Halloween Eve, 1938. 

Before the broadcast, San Antonio police were 
warned by the station they would be receiving telephone 
calls from frightened people calling about the landing of 
the Martians. 

Nobody called police, but the station received some 
5C9 requests for tape recordings of the progrr.m for tk:-:r 
h::r.e libraries. 
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UY GENS KIECKEIi 
Suir Writer 

•Mosc of the wild geese have 
S°ne south for die 'winter; how¬ 
ever, peoj.ic are still seeing 
tilings in tiie night sky, 

£>iort!y after 2 a.m. Waton¬ 
wan Deputy Sheriff Ernest Tan- 
o’e said he spotted “abigflash- 
ir.g red Tight not very far off 
the ground.” 

“At first it didn’t move,” 
said Tande as he related die 
incident, “Then it began to tra - 
vel over towards the TV tower, 
at Godahl. It_ stopped again 
then, started in a southwesterly 
direction. When it was directly 
west of me I called Steven 
Benson of the St. James Police 
and asked if he could see it,” 

“He couldn’t see it at first 
but he called back a little 
while later and said he had 
spotted the object. Then it went 
northeast toward New Ulniless 
Cian 100 feet off the ground. It 
stopped at the west edge of 
Banska real close to the ground 
and I could see it real good 
from where I was silting on •: 
the county lino road near La- i 
Salle,” Tande went on. 

“'Hie wind was from the’: 
northwest but I couldn’t hear '; 
any motor noise or anything. ; 
At first I thought it was a lost ' 
airplane because it didn’t tra- j 
ve. in any definite direction. ! 
I got within a couple of miles ■ 
of the object and I’m sure II * 
wasn’t an airplane,” Tane con- ' 
tinued. j 


^Ji. fc3 


“I just don’t know what it 
was. It’s got mo buffaloed. 

During the chase Tande 
called the Blue Earth County 
Sieriff’s office and they sent a 
man up to the intersection of 
Highways G8 and 15, at New 
Ulm but he didn’t see anything, 
a Blue Earth Sheriff's officer 
said. 

Brown County Sheriff’s Dis¬ 
patcher, Patrick Malhiowetz, 
on duty in New Ulna during the 
chase, said that on normal 
nights the Sheriff’s radio is 
busy. Numerous transmissions 
are picked up from neighboring 
departments, but during the 
chase all radio traffic was at 
a standstill and the radio was 
silent, except for one trans¬ 
mission picked up from two de-• 
partments in Iowa. 

Apparently one department, 
unaware of what was going on, 
tried to reach another on some 
routine business but was squel¬ 
ched with this reply; “Shut up. 
I’m trying to hear what’s going 
on up in Minnesota.” 


THE EDMONTON JOURNAL, Friday,' Nov. 7, 1969 


!, Flying (apple) saucers 

Argosy magazine is having a spot of flying saucer 
trouble, maybe because the saucers seem to be carrying 
cargoes of applesauce. 

, It began with an article a few months back in which 
writer Renato Vesco, in “The Truth About Flying_Sau- 
^cers” reported something like half the areaTof’’British 
Columbia is used for construction, housing and launch¬ 
ing saucers; that he can prove saucers are of Canadian 
origin. 

Which was challenged by a reader in Scarborough, 
Out. 

The Ontario man’s letter to the Argosy editor 
brought this editorial footnote: 

“Renato Vesco plans to include all of his proof 
In a hook soon to be published on the subject of flying 
saucers. ... 

“As for your (the Ontario reader’s) criticism of his 
knowledge of the geography of Canada, perhaps you 
should consult a map yourself. 

“Vesco claims that 125,001 square miles on the 
Alberta-British Columbia border have been relegated 
to saucer development. There is an oval-shaped sec¬ 
tion in this area, roughly hon ored by the towns of 
Calgary, Edmonton, Peace River, Prince George and 
Jasper. The section contains vt*y few settlements and 
roads and encompasses nearly 130.000 square'miles— 
more than enough to contain the spread of which the 
author speaks.” 

City of Edmonton publicity cfficc-r Prank Hutton 
hr.5 advised Argosy—end not via saucer-nail-—that the 
ttyi~.g •' ic-r ilevc’orp.'.cnt cent:-; a- Bully is r.t Pulling 
: s:. Ait:;., CO. ti.e :-pgro;c-:< to Cre:!;K!hv Can ihicur;: 
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‘ By DOLORES FREDERICK 

October, 1959. 

An unidentified flying object 
about the size of. a tennis ball 
appeared over the City as a 
light, hovering, then dimming. 

The light suddenly went out 
“like a light bulb” and the 
birds began to chirp. But they 
shortly stopped to wait for 
daybreak. 

A truck driver on his way to 
Murrysville from New Ken¬ 
sington at 4 a.m. spotted a 
cigar-shaped object in the sky. 

It moved slowly for a few 
hours. The man called his wife 
and she watched the object as 
it disappeared when daylight 
came. 

’ Fact? Fancy? A figment of 
the imagination of people who 
partied too much? Illusions? 

Plodding For Answer 

“We will keep plodding until 
we find an answer,” said Maj. 
Joseph J. Jenkins, a retired 
Army officer, and director of 
field investigations at the UFO 
Research Institute, Downtown. 

He conceded the number of 
UFO sightings reported to the 
institute has declined since 
publication in January of the 
controversial Condon Report 
which called UFOs “just ordi¬ 
nary objects.” 

Maj. Jenkins explained one 
reason could be that people 
who sight UFOs are reluctant 
to n port' them. 

, “One woman, having writ¬ 
ten for information concerning 
UFOs,” he said, “asked that 
her application for informa¬ 
tion be returned when she 
read that the Condon Report 
decided UFOs did not exist.” 

Reports Still Coming 

But he emphasized many ox 
those who report UFOs insist 
“I know what I saw, and I 
don t care who says they don’t 
cxis i. I saw it. That’s all there 
is o it.” Sipce January 
Ma;. Jenkins said more than 
ICO reports have been filed at 
the UFO Institute. 

' Many of the sightings were 
reported from counties Sur¬ 
rounding the City. But he 
pointed out “surprisingly 
enough” many came from 
within the City limits. 



plained as a “sundog” -- 
bright spots of light passing 
through the sun. 

‘Hoaxes’ Dismissed 

Others were dismissed as 
“hoaxes”. Some turned out to 
be aircraft advertising prod¬ 
ucts with streamers and 
lights. 

Mars and Venus were found 
to be at the root of many UFO 
reports, especially when the 
planets were at their bright¬ 
est. 

I 

But the calls Maj. Jenkins 
says “make the field an inter¬ 
esting one” are those which 
defy explanations . . . the 
round red dlr.es blinking over 
wooded areas . . . cigar 
shaped objects glowing in tho 
night sky ... pulsating light 
beams. 

Some UFO researchers be¬ 
lieve UFOs may be life from 
other planets. But Maj. Jen¬ 
kins said lie is interested .in 
UFOs to find out what they 
are.” 

Barry P. Kalapaca, vice 
president of the UFO Re¬ 
search Institute, says photos 
of UFOs — which are relative¬ 
ly rare -r are put through 
rigid examinations. 

Metal Examined 

Other work includes scientif¬ 
ic . analyses of metal frag¬ 
ments believed to be left be¬ 
hind by the UFOs, develop¬ 
ment of instruments to moni¬ 
tor UFOs, and educating sci¬ 
entists to take a hard look at 
UFOs to come up with a 
scientific explanation. 

“We aren’t stepping our ef¬ 
forts because o. r the Condon 
report,” said Stanton T. Fried¬ 
man, a nuclear physicist and 
former institute president who 
left the City this summer to 
work with *TRV Systems in 
California. 

Nevertheless, 1 Ir. Kalapaca, 
a nuclear engineer, sees some 
hope in arousing the curiosity 
of more scientists in UFO 
research. 
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P.y NATALIS CT.OZfRR 
Register Staff Rcptricr 


It appeared mads cf a dark 
gray material; tho panels, 


* “Flying saucers” — fact cr j cvca v/itii tlia lights oati ap 


fiction? 

Tuesday night by two Mobile 
iV.icge students as they re¬ 
ported an “unidentified fiyir.;- 
object" (UFO) in Wildwood 
subdivision, off Cottage Kid 
Hoot! in .Mrbi ! c*. 


peered chinv. One estimated 
*hr.t the cicrcct they ever 
carao to tho object was e'acut 
123 yards. 

Ta'.iiort said the vehicle 
made no noire and there were 
no tiaraes and tio ckasgo in 
its appearance as it dtaccnd- 


CedrSe Sutherland and Jerry I ed. Ufa theory is that it pcs- 
7n!b?rt said they were criv- | sibly landed on an air cttshica. 


imp along Rainas Drive in tho 
subdivision at 10:12 p.m. 
when they spotted vital they 
thought was a plane flying 
very io - .v. As they watched it, 
the object began descending at 
great speed. 


The two students, end corse 
others who cbo ere Interested j 
and curious, raid they weald 
bo back et the scene YVcdr.cc- 
cay night, “If thay could get 
up the courage.” 

Talbert raid his only 
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PITTING SAUCES USES? ? ? - Cedric 
Sutherland, a frschir.an at Mobile College, 
sketched thb drawing of the unidentified 


i 

Mobile. They reported the object as being f. 
“dark grey, with luminous white panel-: i. 
circling the exterior, and two rings oi rcu j 
flashing lights.” They said they judged it ‘ 


diameter, and about. 12. 


apparently umccu in a vacant 
lot, they reported. 

The boys who admitted 
being ''seared out cf car 
Mils,” drove to a nearby store 
owl called iiclice. 

After a long search bv stu¬ 
dents. Donee and neighbors at 
the se-MP, the cniy evidence 


in tho Wildwood cectisn. 

Police, however, remaLeed 
skeptical. . 

Patrritnan G. L. PreartK, 
who was cr.iiad to the econo 
soon after the reported sight¬ 
ing, said there was no conclu¬ 
sive evidence that anything 
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they cotud fmd v/us fattened j had landed in tnc ncld. ^en to 
grass and two small broken J fktcen-iooi-hsgh p.r.cs in the 
pin*.- trees. • area showed no signs o. u r.*. j 

Sutherland said the object | broken, he said. 

•hey saw was approximately Presnad a.no s.e..cu Usa. 


22-aO feet in diameter and »5 
feet high, circular in form, 
with luminous raised panels 

0 nc*r OlilafJ LI A* r»i*C« 

iip'iiLi surrounding the top and 
bottom of the obiect. 
According to the wiir.crsss, 


Sutherland had told hkn ho 
v/rj vkilirg a clrl friend on 
Raines Drive and tint it was 
very co-V.ut;....w. u^.. v.c.j 
eshvr a pacer for cckcol cn 
the Tubject'of Hying cau-eers 
at the time. 
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Crcit Fevered, 

I'/icxie Mo Moise 

“I Y/r.s on a little township road vest 
of Vernon Eurgeson’s when I first saw 
it - I saw this flashing red light north 
of me and it didn’t seem to move." 
Thai’s how deputy sheriff Ernest Tande 
described the start of his early morn¬ 
ing experience with an unidentified flying 
object Wednesday. 


November 13, 1969 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota 
Herald Dispatch 
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He set the time as about 2 a.m. 
and the place as being about four miles 
‘ south and east of LaSalle. The light 
traveled towards Godahl, St. James, back 
towards Godahl then to the northeast 
before disappearing from sight, Tande 
said. 

Verification of the object came from 
St. James patrolman Steve Denson, who 
spotted it 
via radio 
center 


it took off toward the northwest and 
when it got over by the Gcuald tower it 
stopped again then started toward the 
southwest. It made a big arc ar.d seemed 
to be traveling faster raid closer to 
the ground." 

It was then that he called the com¬ 
munications center thinking perhaps it 
was an aircraft in trouble - a helicopter. 


es patrolman Steve Denson who m uuu^(.-.u.un.<i,iiu, 

it after being alerted by Tande Possibly. Patrolman Benson headed for the 

io through the communications r,or ^ 1 P ar ‘ °1 J aines ? - n - wn-lo out 
• . near Sonny’s Supper club he spotted it. 
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“I just don’t know what to think about 
it," Tande told the Plaindealer. “Icouldn’t 
see anything other than a light and there 
was no noise from it. I stood outside 
the car and watched it arid 'istenec to 
it but there was no motor noise. It was 
low — even trees would break the view 
of the red light," he said. • • 

The sky was clear early Wednesday 
i morning when Tande first saw the light. 
| “I stopped and watched it," deputy said. 

| “It seemed to hover. A little bit later 


’<l*g ./If or? 


Flymg objects had area law 
rceir.ent officers on the 1 
move early Wednesday. 

• It was shortly after 2am 

^hen Watonwan Deputy She?.* ’• 

*t 5 Ke ? v ranC ’ e h a • 

' Shi not • V g Casllin - red 

••• Snd Very &r off tte... 
s Z At r *Z St n *** m ov e ," 

35 I? related the . ... 

Newuim Joumi. feClk ° r0fthe 7 t“ St know what it 

“Then it be^an tn f- , Wa i‘ J" s 5 ot n ’e buffaloed." 
over towards th e tv t « aV01 ‘ ■, I ?y rlD 2 thechaseTandecall- 
at Godahl it cLr, ^ tov/er . ed the Blue EarthCountySfcer 

s in a ‘ s S?hS •— of£ice and ihey ser - unia 

“Sv^ n ,ts 

pXo Boason of theS t. James 
see it.” 21 " 1 aSl£Cd he coulc l- 


- Sonny--- 

Tande related that Benson exclaimed, 
“Holy smoke, that thing’s just about sit¬ 
ting on the ground." 

In continuing his description of the 
chain of events, Tande said, “By then 
I had driven west and was ever by Or¬ 
ville Madison's (about two and on£-ha!f 
miles south ana west of LaSalle) when 
I spotted it again over by the C-odalil 
tower. 

“It was going in a northeasterly 
direction and I followed it east along 
.... the county line road.” Tande said he 

——■ -----I notified Brown county authorities by ra- 
“ 1 ' • dio as he drove east toward Banska. 
iV ' “It wasn’t going very fast - it dis- 
j appeared over the horizon," he said. 
I Did anyone else see Wednesday’s 
"flying saucer?” Give the Plaindealer 
a call. 






^6 couldn't 5G n it /iVef 

but he called ba'ck a S 
• J &tcr and said he had 

5 S°L-h e °? Joct - Ther ‘ » 

S "°7?, ast !<**«> New 


i.-eysentanian 

up to the intersection of la^h- 
v/ays 53 and 15, at New Ulm 
but he dicn t see anything, a 
Blue Earth Sheriff’s officer 
sftld. 

Brown County Sheriff’s Dis¬ 
patcher, Patrick Mathiowe’k 
on duty in New Ulm during 
the chase, said that on normal 
nights the Sheriff’s ratio is 
hisy.. Numerous traas- 
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lcss t* ioi sy. 
the ground. L ons , are pickcd u ? tbo'm 

west edge of lha " {i Shooring departments, but 

to the ground S l^ C , 1030 P tins ths ch:lse radio 

sittin? cn m>/> .—. olv.as tm ratio was. silent, exceut 

fo • one transmission picked 
uc from two departments in 
Io /a. • 

Apparently one department 

u. aware of what was going on* 
ti’jd to reach another on some 
routine business but was 
squelched wi:h this reply 
“Shut up. I'm trying to hear 

v, “ 1 s fo.ug on up in L.linn- 


ci n'r r-Y m. v.as 

"ti.« «ti 

nortliwo-i -c-d I ll,< > 

anv motor _' Mt hear 



I Cot Within a comfi 

. ! [ * n afrplafio/* r r~ 

corns.iucj, * * * a *^’ 


J™* H " T o>'h>r, 70, a long time resident a;:d grocer oi 

r MagSfS Ej. Club" i3i "‘ “ eti " 8 "" '™' and “ Dd 

iMS-Incrensed artillery activity v.-ns reported along the Moselle 
and caar Rivers, and Luxembourg border guards who were 
unarmed were ordered to wear white helmets to dislin'uX 
hem from the French and German soldiers. 

Dr V. S. Mahon, graduate oi the University of Toronto 

St ’ rn am r asS0CI “ ,c ' d with Dr - s - A. Fisher, on the medical : 
, r(r s de c |he clinic, on Buchanan Avenue. 

1j, 9—Premier_Tito’s Communist paiiy newspaper retorted a new 
Sm MoSow liue! 3 ’ l ° " CCd °‘' 1 ' ominunisis w h° •-trayed from 

n o/°Edjcatio n TrOU? W * S nsmed Chairman rf the Board 

/i3o9—Aerial photographs were taken bv Jack Jud-s f rc , V 
cameraman, of a ‘ fh hv. ¥P . )0£ . r « , i.% V 

V. r* Compam- ai.-S,, pC.^S Er a . " 


lar 
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W itaesses K@port 
On UFOs In 
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MANILA (LTI) — Throe 


Filipino fanners and a con- 
unci inn cii);imer have submit- ^ 
eyewitness reports on what! 
nielli I" 1 the first si|;)itines ol j 
liiiitcmified Ilyin;; oLjcc’s ; 

1 1 •)• i i’s) - - ami their mvstori- ! 
jus passengers — in the Philip- i 
lines. 

At least two retired Filipino j 
nililary oflicinls, Col. Aderilo 
le Lvon (Air Force I and t Ml. < 
tufino C. Santiago 'Army | 
LMrps), who were unions the j 
irst to learn of the si|;lifin>’.s, j 
;u id they were inclined to be- i 
ievc thc:n. 

But US. Air Force Col. Al- • 
-ed K. Patterson, air attache; 
>f the American Embassy in i 
vlaniia. spid he was skeptical 
•bout the rcj.-.irts after making I 
in initial inquiry. 

The reported sightings took 
dace on four occasions in the 
iast eight months — at 4 a.m., 

1 a.m. and 9 c-m. last Novem¬ 
ber 1 and at 10.30 p.m. on .lunc 
10 Thev all occurred within 
he vicinity of the Philippine 
roinniunioations Satellite ' Pbil- 
•onisnt) ground station, tucked 
nside a valley in lUznl Province 
12 air miles east of Manila. 

De Leon, former manager of 
he station, wrote a detailed re¬ 
port on last November's sight¬ 
ings based on interviews ho and 

Santiago, assistant station 
■nfinagcr, made with the three 
[armors. 

The farmers' separate ac- 
-ounts were more or less identi¬ 
cal about eelng a white low 
dung saucer-shopod vehicle 
landing and taking off near 
where they were and o. two 
lassengers inside. One of them 
;avo a more closeup descrip¬ 
tion of the passengera as be'mg 
Caucasian leoking with one 
about six feet toll, and wearing 
while flying suits without 
identification and glosslikc or 
olnstic-liUc headgeans. 

The latest sighting made last 
month was reported by engi¬ 
neer Leonardo de Luna, 25 as- 


. s',slant project superintendent at 
1 n development site near the .,ta- 
I tion. Recounting his experience 
' to United Press International, 
de Luna said he saw a bit.., 
yellowish "ball m nic 0 ‘ ‘ ! 

i'ing In the sky, followed »>> n 
hovering. blinUmg red light foi 1 
about 15 seconds. j 

Pc Leon rent his report on 
the November sightings to Sgt. 

. Lonnie Zamora of the local 
(police department In •'Oconxi, 
New Mexico. T)e Leon said Ma- 
mora's account nboriv n UlO. 
published in last Eep'.omhors 
issue of Pageant, 'closely re¬ 
sembles what we have expert-j 

cnccd here." _... I 

D-» L“on made his rcpoiti 

1 available to UPI. he raid, "in 
the interest of ccience. It 
quoted separate accounts o. the 
i three farmers who made the 
! sightings within a span of hours 
!j in the rams area about three j 
- miles due south of the com¬ 
munications station. 

Col. Patterson, 43, of Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina, visited the 
station recently after learning 
of the incidents from another 
embassy official who had been 
there earlier. 

Asked by UPI about hls_lm- 
pressions on the stories, Pat¬ 
terson said: 

“As you know we (the U.S. 
Air Force) have an interest in 
this type of thing, apart from, 
satisfying my own curiosuy. 

But he was openly skeptical 
on whether the sightings were 
actually on UFO's after reading 
tie Leon's report and hearing 
de Luna's own account. 

Kc was more doubtful about 
what Do Luna saw and satd it 
was “probably a plane flying 
over the area." On Be Leon s 
report, he said he had no reach; 
explanations about the detailed 
I sightings and added “we just 
don't have enough information 
1 to make a decision or an in¬ 
vestigation." 

Patterson said the U.o. Air 
Force hod conducted numerous 
. investigations on reported UFO 
sightings In the United States 
and that the official findings 
♦hn.t-kthexP-fiin'.t no such 
thing." He acknowledged this 
was I he first such reiiort 
brought to his attention in the j 
Philippines. 
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City teacher, 

i^Aiv RCMP request for infor¬ 
mation about UFO sightings 
was answered Thursday when 
Jack Warkentin, a teacher at 
Green Acres School, reported to 
the police that he and his wife 
had seen a UFO Sunday, Oct. 

5 between 1 and 1:30 a.m. 

The RCMP interest resulted 

when a constable of the Meiita 
detachment sighted a UFO Oct. 

6 while on patrol. 

The Warkentins were in the 
laneway between Madison Cres¬ 
cent and the Green Acres school 
yard, walking north of Queen’s 
Avenue. To the east they saw 
a very bright white light, ova!- 
Ihaped, which seemed to be 
itationary. It began to move 
Readily and quickly west, 
hashing rapidly and lighting a 
/arge portion of the sky. 

While it was travelling, it 
pissed directly overhead and 
(chind a cloud. But, said Mr. 


wit© see 


0 rCT 




Warkentin, the clouds s t i 1 
didn’t cover it entirely. It sti. 
lit up' the sky around th 
clouds. It was visible for abou 
21,2 minutes before it dis 
appeared. Mr. Warkentin defin 
itely. ruled out ike possibility o . 
a plane. "It wasn’t an air 
plane. I’ll, stake my life oi 
that. My wife isn’t frightenem • 
by airplanes.” Mrs. Warkenlii 
had gone.into the house sooi 
after first sighting the objec 
because it. had upset her tc 
watch it. 

Mr. Warkentin explained lhai 
there had been absolutely nc 
sound and had concluded it was 
at a high altitude. The lights 
were very bright and large anc 
travelled a great distance 
across the sky in a short time 

As soon as the object disap 
peared, Mr. Warkentin looked 
to the east ' again ' and saw 
another light, a stationary fluo¬ 
rescent glow in the sky. He 
watched -it for about 1% min¬ 
utes and then went into the 
house. However, he says, “I’m 
not sure what I saw there.” 

Mr. Warkentin explained he 
had not reported the sighting 
immediately because he had 
not supposed anyone would be¬ 
lieve him and felt that it was 
pointless to “create a fuss.” 

When he read the report o: 
the Meiita sighting, he decidec 
o speak to the RCMP. 
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Two residents of Mur- 
dochville, both employees 
of Gaspe Copper Hines Ltd. 
were exposed io a frightening 
experipnee Inst Saturday 
night when an unidentified 
flying object paid a visit to 
the area where they were . _ 
working. 

Both men, Donat Francis 
and Ronald. f.iuUin, at the ." 
time of the incident were 
engaged in their normal 
work on the concentrator 
waste disposal dam located 
approximately three miles 
from the main plant and 
two from the town of Mut- 
dochville. . > 

Persons who know these' 
men well' say they are not 
the type to scare easily, 
but both admit to being 
somewhat scared by the 
strange experience. , . .. 

The incident occurred 
during the Graveyard shift 
at approximately 12.20 A.M. 
while both men were patrol¬ 
ling and checking the dis- 
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Sr.n Luis Obispo, Calif. 
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Bright orange-colored objects 
in the night sky over San Luis 
Obispo Thursday caused many 
residents to speculate on their 
origin and, indeed, their compo¬ 
sition. • j 

Were they flying objects, mis-j 
siles, "junk in the sky” or float¬ 
ing pa’lielos of something hav¬ 
ing reflective qualities visible 
only sunset? 

Locally, there was no answer 
to any of the questions and Van- 
deni.erg Air Force base could 
offer no help, either. 

Base officials said two Bo- 
mnre missiles were fired at 5:45 
and fi:20 p.m., but they doubted 
whether cither would cause 
such pyrotechnics in the sky. 

The inis'Hfs were intended as 
targets for Navy ships in the 
Western Missile Tost Range off 
PI. Muen. and v.ore shot in a 
southerly urtcliOii. .. 


eoiiu 

charge pipelines along tne 
top bank of the "tailings" 
dam. 

Ronald Mullin said that 
when he first saw the phe¬ 
nomenon he thought 'it was 
a shooting star but quickly 
changed his mind when he 
saw the behaviour of the 
• luminous object. 

. Donat Francis who was. 
working in an area of the 
dam approximately one half 
mile from his partner, Ronald 
Mullin, said he was first 
of all disturbed by a noise 
similar to that of an outboard 
motor going full speed. 
Looking in the direction of 
the noise, Donat states 
that he witnessed a bright 
object approximately 200 
feet in the air and it appeared 
to. be heading directly at 
him. As it .came closer, 
Donat said he threw himself 
down behind the pipeline, 
his safety cap.and headlamp 
failing off in the process. 

According to Mr. Francis 
account of the incident-the 
object came very close to 
where he was, made a couple 
of turns around the _dam 
area then headed in an 
easterly direction. A short 
distance after it left the 
dam area, the motor of the 
object appeared to discharge 
a long blue flame and it 
it picked up speed extremely 
fast and disappeared behind 
the nearby mountains. 

According to Mr. Francis’ 
description the object had 
a half-moon shape with what 
appeared to be a blue wind¬ 
shield in front and propellers 
in - the rear. For a time it 
seemed simply to float in 
space said the still shaken 
Donat - then it shot forward 
like a meteor. 

This unusual occurrence 
was confirmed by other per¬ 
sons who claim to have 
witnessed the object. Mr. 
Vere Cotb 'was driving in 
his car to Grar.de Vallee 
on the Murdochville Gaspe 
highway near the tailings 
dam area when suddenly a 
bright blue flash lit up the 
area around his car. 

This strange happening 



took place at about the same 
time as the two men reported 
. seeing the object take-off 
in an easterly direction which 
would require it to cross 
over the main highway. 

This is not the first 
time a report of an unidenti¬ 
fied flying object has been 
made by residents of the 
Gasp.e Peninsula. Several 
persons claim to have had 
a similar experience. Re¬ 
ports of "flying saucers” 
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are quite ■•numerous in both ■, 
the United States Ym'd'Canada. '• 

' For'the past twenty years' 
a committee has been func-’ : ” 
. tioning to investigate reports 
of ' U.F.O.s and the inforr^. 

. mation '..is tabulated ' and'. 1 ; 
forwarded to . the ' n.esearcil r ". 
Centre . of lYright-Patterson, 

. Dayton, Ohio, " : { 

The '."Voydgeiu” "would # 
be interested in' 'hearing ' 
from others' who' have wit- 
strange ' phenomenon bn the ' ' 

Cl acnp . . ... ., . /.__ ... .. 
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Medford, Oregon 
Mail Tribun e 


Boys ReporfSeemg 
Mysterious Objecf 

A Iiovering, whirling object 
with red and while lights was 
reported seen by two boys near 
their home last night on Black- 
well Road. 

Mrs. Luther Gann, 11120 
Blackwell Road, told state 
police last night (hat at G:05 
p.'.n. her two boys c me running 
into the house. R-.y, 14, and 
Alan, 12, describee’ an object 
about SCO feet awsy It had a 
br ght red light on ; s it whirled 
and hovered over the trees. 
Then it turned iowai d them and 
■ sh'•wed bright while lights. \ 
j After a .while it disappeared ‘ 
be rind some trees, 
j A spokesman at e Medford | 
land Jackson Coui.iy Airport! 
: tower said he doubted if ? 

| weather balloon veil’d whirl 

i a nd hover ]it;e that. Kcvevcr. 

; a wealker bsljccn is eevipc-d 
‘ n c. and w.iiie J: ' f. 
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B:\ri Rivldn, left, nn<3 Ricliard Farkas give llicir explanation 
of recent Denver sightings of mysterious V-shaped object. 

Another chapter in the recent sightings of myster¬ 
ious UFOs over the Denver area unfolded-Friday when 
hv oyoufhs offered the Rocky Mountain News their ex¬ 
planation for the V-shaped object with 10 to 12 lights on 
each arm. 


According to the boys,'Bart 
Rivkin, 14, of 4S0 Magnolia St. 
and Richard Farkas, 15, of 6S00 
E. Sixth Avc., the luminous for¬ 
mation was, well, just birds. 

"We were walking along Onei¬ 
da Street at about E. 12th Ave¬ 
nue at S:30 p.in. Wednesday,’’ 
Bart reported, "when we saw 
about 20 birds flying south in a 
V-formation about 100 feet 
above us. 

"They glowed in the dark, but 
mvo realized it was just the .white 


undersiding of the birds giving a 
phosphorescent effect from the 
reflected lights of the city.” 

Three Sightings 

In Friday's paper, the News 
reported three sightings of a 
mysterious V-shaped luminous 
formation first seen Tuesday 
night in the vicinity of S. Elati 
Street and W. Shepperd Avenue. 

At that time the formation 
traveled an east-west course for 
about 10 seconds before turning 


sluirply to the north, then disap 
pearing in a few seconds. 

A News reporter-photogra¬ 
pher team sighted the object 
in the same vicinity Thursday 
night. They saw two passes of 
the silent formation, this time 
going in a north-south direc¬ 
tion. On the last pass, the for¬ 
mation was followed at a dis¬ 
tance by what appeared to lie 
two jet planes. 

While not sighted in the same 
vicinity, Bart and Richard be¬ 
lieve that what the News team 
saw was what they saw—noth¬ 
ing 'hut birds. 

The boys said the birds were 
visible for about 20 to 30 sec¬ 
onds'. 

The glow produced by the 
birds, Bart explained, "is simi¬ 
lar to the halo effect above the 
Empire State Building produced 
by lights -reflected off the 
clouds." 

Visual Acumen? 

Not wishing to question the 
visual acumen of the News’ 
UFO sighting team, Bart never¬ 
theless feels “too many people 
jump to conclusions.” 

Richard offered: “I could see 
where people would think they 
were lights, especially if you 
didn’t see them as close as wc 
did.” 

When confronted with the 
boys’ theory, the News team 
wavered momentarily and 
then stubbornly insisted the 
formation was traveling too 
fast for birds. 

“And why would two jet 
planes be following a hunch o) 
birds?” they asked. 

“If it was a flying saucer wl 
would it travel from millions - 
miles in space to fly three timi 
over the same spot to obsen 
creatures of a lower Intel’ 
gence?” Bait asked. * 
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“Has anyone reported seeing 
a strange object in the sky?” 
Charley Roberts of Commeree| 
asked that question in a Satur¬ 
day morning call to the News- 
Record. 

“I don’t know what I saw 
about 6:10 this morning, but it 
had a very bright orange color 
and was moving slower than a 
meteor, or shooting star, from 
east to west. I saw it while 
looking out of a window to thej 
south,” Roberts said, 
rushed out into the yard, but 
didn’t see any sign of it again. 
It definitely didn’t have the kind 
of lights you see cm airplanes 
flying in the darkness, or semi¬ 
darkness.” Roberts estimated 
lie watched the object 15 to 20| 
seconds. 

No ether reports concerning 
a strange object were received 
by the News-Record, or local 
officials. 

* * * 




KAV-ABA'/.UA (fpccial) — The cu¬ 
riosity reportedly shown by unidenti¬ 
fied "flyin'; objects in the dist let 
seem.'; in be turning into a threat of 
hostility. 

Sicklings have r n far been of pe .co- 
ful objects. llvirming, swinging, rul- 
sctin::, racking, burring and landing 
Ul-’O'; have been seen in at least three 
are?, tr.-viv; in the pn.'t three months. 

And non-'! has deployed hostile tac¬ 
tics. 



They have been seen finite' ing 
around buildings, landing in fiilds 
and following police cruisers and ears. 

There had neve: bean a report -of a 
UFO showing anything but passive 
coronet — until Fi ’day. 

And there it was, claims a local 
bus’r.vorker, flying pest the village 
sporting the '‘Jolly Roger.” 

Ivan McConnell, o7, said he was 
driving on Ayiwin Road, about a mile 
east of bare, at 7 p.m. when be spot¬ 
ted an obiec*. above hi.; cwr. 


stopped and got out- 
described tie UFO as bc.ng 
eight feet in diameter cenc- 

d and flying «*out 200 ,20t 

! ground. . j 

was mostly white in color *aid 

IcConncll. “It had a sort of sM- 
[jourc on the side and I cmiU 
> out some sort of skull-an-.-c.os-* 

- n 

was reportedly flying east "at a c. 
fic speed” and making no sound, 

TO TTO was net seen by anyone- 
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Da nil Vaghi Is a humble man. 

But he knows what he sees, 
and what he sees are unidenti- 
fied flying objects, s_ 

Like nTs'-father before him 
Vaghi Is a woodworker. Like 
his father, too, or perhaps be¬ 
cause of his father, he has al¬ 
ways been fascinated by conven¬ 
tional aircraft. 

In his native Italy, his father 
invented a helicopter long be¬ 
fore the world was ready for 
the strange craft. After he 
immigrated to the UnltedStates 
he attended an aeronautical 
school in New York, later in¬ 
vented a type of corrugated pro¬ 
peller, again before its time. 

In 1921, his father designed 
and built an emphibious boat, 
into which he triumphantly 
packed his growing family for 
trips and outings. 

As a youngster, Dante fre¬ 
quently bicycled miles from his 
Bethel house to the Danbury Air¬ 
port to watch air history being 
made. Frank Hawks, who flew 
the first air mall from Danbury 


to New York, Clarence Cham¬ 
berlain in his Curtis Condor, 
the huge zeppelin, the'Hinderi- 
berg - they were all part of 
his growing-up years. 

He served as a printer's 
apprentice when he was only! 
12 years old. During World'' 
II War, he was assigned for 1 
four years to the Air Force 
publication print shop at Los 
Vegas Air Field. This happened 
to be the shop- which printed 
the aircraft silhouettes so fam¬ 
iliar to service men during 
World War n. 

Vaghi was certain that the 
object he was watching was 
completely unfamiliar to him, 
then, when he saw his first 
UFO. 

On March 10, 1950, he was 
back in Bethel at his job In the 
wood-working plant when he one 
day heard theunaccustomed roar 
of planes, overhead. As he ran 
to the alleyway behind the build¬ 
ing, three navy planes swooped 



by, going southeast toward 
Bridgeport. 

But directly above him another 
object, eljjlit or nine thousand 
feci up, circled for several 
’ • i »s. lift es.tirlived ik? giant 
black thing to be 75 feet wide 
and as much as 290 feet. long. 

He lest it periodically behind 
the roof of the building, but as 
it circled around for the fourth 
time, it banked left, and Vaghi 
could see clearly the five in- 

(Pleasc Turn to Page Eight) 
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VagM 

(Continued fror’o Page One) 

dentations on the'end of each 
wing. 

■ In the center of the bottom of 
the mammoth object there ap¬ 
peared to be a brilliant white 
light behind a cross structure. 
A second cross structure seemec 
to rotate over the lights 

Vaghi had had nominal ex¬ 
posure to the theory of UFO’s. 
He ready the newspaper account 
cf the sighting of eight disks ovei 
,Mt. Ranier in 1956 along with 
the rest of the world. 

He still has never read a 
book on UFO’s, but he was des¬ 
tined to become more familiar 
with the UFO concept by ex¬ 
posure. 

He saw his second UFO on 
June 28, 1955 at 10:10 pjn.. On 
his way home from a'visit with 
a friend, he noticed a strange 
green light glowing above the 
edge of the mountain where the 
V/LAD radio tower perched. It 
was three miles away from him, 
but by Its size, he judged it 
must be about 87.5 feet in dia¬ 
meter. It moved along the top 
of the mountain in a straight 
path, zoomed down at a 25 de¬ 
gree angle, then reappeared. 
Close by it another light showed 
brilliant white with a halo that 
Vaghi could only describe as 
“like the sparks made by an 
armature”. 

Less than two months later, 
Vaghi spotted another of these 
brilliant lights south of Bethel. 
The oblong object came out of 
the east at 15,OOOfeetand turned 
southeast^ While he ran to got 
binoculars, it disappeared into 
fleecy clouds. 

A field which was overdue for 
mowing plovided Vaghi with 
some interesting speculation 
that lalL After a light rain¬ 
storm one evening, he and a 
friend discovered a circle of 
burned grass 13 feet In dia¬ 
meter in the field just off Fed- 
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Fiery Object 
Roars Through 
nsiiia Sky 

A y e 11 c \v i s h ball tint 
trailed ;i short irain ol va¬ 
porous flaine and was nc- 
c o m p a n i e d by a roar 
flashed over the Peninsula 
last night. 

Moving north- 

to-south courstv-^l Teemed 
to explode at thel'chci of its 
path, shortly afterJj'p.m., 
according to observers at 
the San Jose Municipal 
Airport. 

A spokesman at Lick Ob¬ 
servatory on Mt. Hamilton 
suggested that the object 
might have been a meteor. 


Seeing Things 


Gesturing with his hands, Danti Vaghi makes an animated 
point as he describes how he sighted various unidentified fly¬ 
ing objects (UFOs) in theskies over Bethel. Bethel News photo. 


* | the 

eral Roau. c In the center, a 
3-foot circle of grass stood 
Intact. Around the outside of 
the burned area, the grass still 
contained traces of nickel and 
chromium. 

In 1967, Vaghi had gone to 
mail a letter one day v/hen he 
heard a jet going over. He 
spotted it at about 15,000 feet, 
and then, several thousand feet 
lower, the familiar brilliant 
light drifting slowly from south 
to north, making no sound. 

He and a co-worker at the 
shop saw the light again about 
6:30 fine evening in November, 
ten years later, this time drift¬ 
ing slowly from northeast to 
southwest. That samemonthhe 
watched another light through 
binoculars. change from- red to 
white and backagain while plum¬ 
meting straight down. 

Vaghi has spent a small for¬ 
tune telephoning alert centers 
at eastern air bases after his 
sightings. He receives no 
glory, and sometimes little 
thanks for his trouble, but 
feels he can do no less. 

He dees not claim to 
“gifted” or especially perceT* 
tlve. He Is religious, 
working, ordinary. ' • 

But he knows what he * j;.:;' 
seen, and he reels off facts J 
figures, dates and names 
places with computer precis.^, 
and machine-gun rapidity. \ 

He is neither awed nor cur- \ 
ious as to why he has seen UFO’s 
and other have not. 
j He does wonder if there might 
i be some significance ;n the fact 
that all his sightings have been 
over the West Redcing area. 
West Redding is near the site 
of the Bridgeport Hydraulic Re¬ 
servoir, and reservoirs are 
notorious as UFO hunting 
grounds. 

And he thinks it might just 
be interesting to see what those;, 
fellows from the mccn hive to 
ssv about all this. 
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Building addition 
Fiame coming alon 
looks like it will soon be finished 
up. 


L& D 

Blue! 
'nicely and 


New addition lo the St. Thomas 
school, in the round, will be fin¬ 
ished soon. Classes are moved in, 
but some furnishings are yet to 
come. 

» o « 

Large crowds enjoying the fowl 
supper Nov. 7 put on in the Com¬ 
munity Hall by the United Church. 

. * » 

Hunters report lots of deer in 
tlie country and many used up 
then" permits on the first day of 
the season. 

* * * 

| « 

Cubs out making a success of | < 
Poppy Day on Saturday. 

* * * 

Natural gas lamps installed at 
the entrance to the Legion Hall. 
Lock very nice. 

* * * 

Tiie News personnel chasing an 
U.F.O. Tuesday last, Nov. 4. Waik- 
mgTiOhie at 6:05 p.m. Tuesday we 
spotted what we thought to be a 
conventional aircraft identified by 
its flashing red port-side naviga¬ 
tion light, flying at an estimated 
altitude of 500 feet about over Uie 
golf course and elevators when 
viewed from 51st Ave and 43 St. 
Little attention was paid to it, 
until it was realised that it wasn’t 
on any particular course, and not 
moving very fast, more as though 
it were hovering as a helicopter, 
but silently. We slopped then to 
observe more closely, and it was 
then apparent that the light wasj 
not flashing, and was not red, it 
was pulsing at irregular intervals 
and it was more orange than red, 
and there were no other navigation 
lights visible. It remained for a 
few minutes and then moved par¬ 
allel to the tracks in a westerly 
direction. By this time we had 
got our car and cameras from our 
residence and started after it. The 
U.F.O. moved off more rapidly to 
the south-west. \Ve headed out to 
Cadogan on the south road with 
the red light in view, and getting 


dimmer, and finally lost the UFO 
over what we think would be about 
Uie Links Ranch, from our last 
sighting a few miles East of Cad- 
ogan. We went south of Cadogau 
but never saw the light again. We ! 
would bo interested to receive any j 
other information on this sighting. 
The night was ve y dark, with a i 
high altitude haze through which 
the heavenly bodies shone dimly 
in contrast lo the low, fairly large 
crange-rcd pulsating light that we 
were attainting to identify. 


Gaspo Peninsula Voyageur | 
fAunlodwille, Quo. 



Donat Francis decrit a un representant du Voyageur la trajcctoire cu’a suivie J objet volant 
non-identifie qu’il a aperfii peisonnellement ainsi que d’aulros personnes da.ns la cult.d.u.?!. 
octobredernier, alors ou’il etait a son travail sur leshaldes de residude Gaspe Copper.- 


Donat Francis describes to a Voyageur representative the path taken by a strange object, 
which he and other persons had witnessed during the night, of October 11th while they were 
at work oh the Gaspe Copper "tailings” dam. ___u-- ——;—" 


£4 6M Sun., bse..j, 1469 Seattle Post-Iutelligencer 
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New Data Stretches- Imagination 


» i.*". . ' • K 

?" WASHINGTON - (UPI) - The 
, space agency reported evidence, yes¬ 
terday that the universe may be “sev- •, 
’. eral times larger than previously sup¬ 
posed." ’ ' • • • 

It also may be "open” instead of 
"closed" (as Albert Einstein thought), 
and perhaps it won’t start collapsing 
catastrophically upon itself a few tri¬ 
fling scores of billions' of years hence. 

Grounds for at least contemplating 
these notions have been supplied by 
the Orbiting Astronomical Observato¬ 
ry (0A02), launched a year Ugo on 
Dec. 7 by the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA). 

0A02, the nation’s first large space 
observatory and (he most ccmplex 
craft ever put in orbit, has been re¬ 
porting visions of the universe .* eon in 
ultraviolet (UV) light which dees not 
penetrate Earth’s atmosphere. 

Many distant galaxies — va l star 
families like Ihe. Milky Way which 
harbors our sun and Earth — are 
much brighter in ultraviolet radiation 
than scientists had supposed, NASA 
said. 

Such g.daides in their own r.eich- 
t'orhoa.-t mi”:' he "extreme:;- bright 


object's." inasmuch as they seem to be. 
extremely faint as viewed from Earth, 
“they must be very far away, perhaps 
. several limes farther than was pre¬ 
viously assumed.” 

An increasingly popular theory 
among astronomers is that all matter 
in .the universe once was condensed in 
a fantastically dense "atom” which 
exploded about 10 billion years ago. 
The outwardly flying fragments, since 
coagulated into galaxies, constitute 
the presently “expanding universe.” 

According to this theory, the uni¬ 
verse can hardly be more than 20 bil¬ 
lion light years in diameter, a light 
"year being the distance light travels 
in 365 days at 185.000 miles a : ccond. 
But OA02 seeris to be suggestii g that 
the universe is “several times" that 
big. 

In any event, if the nec issary 
amount of into --galactic matter exists 
to support the “oscillating universe" 
idea, it is not detectable, in UV. 

If it doesn’t exist, the universe is 
"open" rather than closed, and can go 
on expanding indefinitely vit'-.ov- dan¬ 
ger of dying.and being rob'rn i;t r, gi¬ 
gantic fireball evfrv ?o biiiiaa v-rs 
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From carl-lost times 
thc-ro lias existed a belief 
that the moon exerts a defi¬ 
nite and realistic influence, 
not only upon the earth (the 
pull of Iho tides), but also 
upon the physical welfare 
and sereniiy of man, and 
the growth and development 
of all plant life. 

Up to now, tho subject of 
planting by the moon has 
never been subjected to 
careful, scientific investiga¬ 
tion. 

But, soon, we may have 
an answer! There may be a 
, bidden answer in a report 
by Dr. Charles II. Walkin- 
shaw of the Forest Service, 
U.S. Department of Agricul¬ 
ture. He reported this and 
other findings of the first 
comprehensive botanical 
tests using moon dust 
brought to earth by the 
Apollo 11 astronauts. 

Dr. Walkinshaw, plant 
pathologist, is tho Forest 
Service leader of a team of 
botanical scientists working 
at tho National Aeronatuics 
and Space Administration 
to evaluate effects of lunar 
material on more than 30 
species of plants. The plants 
are grown under sterile con¬ 
ditions in quarantine facili¬ 
ties of the NASA Lunar Re¬ 
ceiving Laboratory in Hous¬ 
ton. 

Seedlings of higher plants 
such as tomato, bean, 
wheat, and pir.o were chal¬ 
lenged with lunar material. 
All seedlings survived. In 


some instances, they ap¬ 
peared to grow healthier 
and bettor than those not re- 
coiving treatment. This un¬ 
usual growth was most no- 
ticcablc in liverworts (a 
lower form of plant life.) No 
microbes were detected I 11 
the pulverized moon rock 
used on the plants. 

"Although the moon rock 
material is highly insoluble 
in water, plants excrete ac¬ 
ids which release- soma 
minerals from it,” ex¬ 
plained Dr. Walk’-shaw. 
These minerals can then be 
taken up by the plant and 
utilized for growth. Lunar 
material acts much like 
earth soil. “If the lunar ma¬ 
terial were totally insoluble, 
or inert, it is unlikely that 
it would cause any effects 
in plants test,” Dr. Walkin- 
shaw said. 

For each species tested, 
four sets of p 1 a n t s were 
used in the tests. One set re¬ 
ceived no treatment. The 
second was treated with 
heat-sterilized earth materi¬ 
als; the third with sterilized 
lunar rock; and the fourth 
set with unsterilized lunar 
rock. . . 

Some plant tissue cultures 
— tobacco, for example, 
grew best and were gree¬ 
nest when sprinkled with 
unstcrilized lunar rock pow¬ 
der. Cultures treated with 
sterilized lunar rock uni¬ 
formly did less well than 
those treated with unsteril¬ 
ized. Something goes on in 
the sterilization that 
changes the reaction of the 
plants to the material. 

According to the report, 
fern was especially interest¬ 
ing because its spores 
(equivalent to seeds in high¬ 
er plants) grew best on lu¬ 
nar material. Lettuce also 
germinated and grew vigor¬ 
ously in the presence of 
moon rock. How v c r, 
growth of algae was inhib¬ 
ited initially. Most cells of 
longleaf pine tissue cultures 
which came in direct con¬ 
tact with lunar material 
showed an initial inhibition, 
while untouched cells con-. 
Ihiued to grow vigorously.. 


Further lests are being 
planned with Apollo 12 lunar 
rocks to dctermir.o the ef¬ 
fects on seedlings. 

Dr. \Ya!kinsliaw explains 
further, "Plants connot 
grow in moon dust alone be¬ 
cause it lacks sufficient nu¬ 
trients. Hut if proper nu¬ 
trients are added, it might 
serve as a good medium.” 
He also said that the moon 
dust is unique both form a 
geological and biological 
standpoint. It has a high ti¬ 
tanium content, is low in 
potassium and sodium, and 
appears to lack organic 
matter. “It is unlike any¬ 
thing else we know about. 
Moon is moon, that’s all!” 

Also, from other sources, 
we have learned that moon 
rock has considerable mag¬ 
netic qualities. 

It’s no mero superstitu- 
lion to plant by the moon. 
Statements by ancient phi¬ 
losophers and belief by 
many gardeners attest to 
results. Our lunar month, or 
complete revolution of the 
mooii, takes 29 days, 12 
hours, 44 minutes and 2.8 
seconds. 

The belief is explained 
like this; The moon, in its 
monthly revolution around 
the earth, passes through 12 
zones or signs of the zodiac, 
which is an imaginary belt 
in the heavens encircling 
the earth at light angles to 
its axis as related to the 
sun; thus the zodiac belt 
does not coincide with the 
equator which is at right an¬ 
gle to the north and south 
pole axis. 

The influence of the moon, 
varies according to the sign 
in which it happens to be at 
the time of planting or oth¬ 
er gardening. 

In general, plants which 
bear the harvest above the 
ground such as beans, toma¬ 
toes even flowers, benefit if 
planted during an increas¬ 
ing moon, that is, up to the 
time of full moon. Plants 
that yield a crop below the 
ground (root vegetables), do 
best if planted during a 
waning moon, that is after 
it is full. 

Also, there Is a belief by 
some, that one system is 


belter than another refer¬ 
ring to the heliocentric, 
measured from the sun as 
center which is considered 
not accurate. (And the sys¬ 
tem from which me?I alma¬ 
nacs are calculated). The 
ether system, the geocentric 
which takes the earth as the 
center of reckoning, is cal¬ 
culated as most advanta¬ 
geous for planting limes.. 

Regardless of your belief, 
it is fun. to calculate and 
study the charts of the 
moon planting and other ad¬ 
vice in the almanacs for the 
New Year. 

If you are interested in 
source list of the various' 
moon books, please send a 
self-addressed, stamped en¬ 
velope . .. E-Z. 
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U.F.O. Sighted 

CANTON — Bruce*' Cupusl, 
ATC student, reported sight¬ 
ing an unidentified flying ob¬ 
ject from his window in the 
Eflit wing C t his dormitory 
Wednesday night. He and 
other students sighted a 
U F O - displaying varicolor¬ 
ed iignts. The village poilce 
sighted an object, apparently 
motionless just -above the 
horizon.in the east. 

It was inter righted fi>;-eh- 
or eouth but etilhjuLt atova 
the horizon. Village police 
have sighted a cimik*- object 
on other occasions. Potsdam 
police also received a call re- 
porting the object. • - - 
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The moon is far from being con¬ 
quered. The tv/o American landings ire 
but tiny be; chhcads, pin-points of 
knowledge an l experience. 

The moon i: a whole planet wait ng 
to bs develop’d. Right now it sou ids 
fantastic to talk about extraterrestrial 
environment on another planet, but so 
did spaceships nod moon landings sound 
cv.iiv a goheiat’on ago. 



rocks. Wc cannot trust that meagre ex¬ 
perience to say we have yet lound.out 
all wc need to know to make the moon 
useful to mankind. 

Ima pne visitors/rqm another pl ane t^ 
land in ‘ at' th Vole' dr in The* ’ 

midst of a dense African jungle. IIow 
foolish if they judged our world by their 
meagre glimpses. i 

The need lor space science now is to 
develop its cxploraioiv el forts to give 

man fuller Wovd of vrlv.-t rrallv 

1 ■ 
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Woman Spots: f 
flying Dis^kJlC 
pecand 7ime % 1; 

!. Eo'ce, July 5.17C7 >—A woma : ' 
.vho raw a flying disc two ycai! t 
~>P.o cooil nfior they were fir i ' 
{.-er'orted spotted another of tl ! 
j,mysterious. flying objects .norl 
!'jf here tonight at 8:05. «i ; 

ji Mrs. Dnvld Commons of Hob j 
f.sald she and rix other persoi ■ j 
iwntchcd the disc for npproa 
[mateiy 30 minutes. They cald ;I . 
{object was speeding in a nort' : 
[easterly direction et high cpei ; 
f ind at a high attitude. It thl I ; 
[began to maneuver and head' I 
juue north. ' • | j • 

She raid this disc appeared* 1 | 
be more elongated than the o| 
which Mrs. Commons said cl : 
::aw two years ago near Hon! 
date. She added that what a 
peered to be puffs of cmo!;e wo 
-?en coming from the object. I : ; 

rl a •! 
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Mo iCame CeeftftW ffliifMtffi® M£tm£~ 

i jsioryj • 

i C0% Cl 270 Roberts Exnbir.cd. Rest Mystery: Threo cr tho planes eio.-e. 


. . jCna pilot described it as bound; ! 

i WASHINGTON, April IT/vv-yFlylr.g saucers can't yet bo stacked |iilto a tear drop, cad at times ci-J i 
Neatly away in the cupboard of the commonplace. meat fluid.* Tho flight leader, > j 

j The Air Torco admitted so today, although It said that reasonable CcpL Thomas E. Mr.n tell, contacted j j 
'csplanat’ora have been worked out for many of the "saucer" phe- the Godman tower with an Initial re-j i 
inomenw reported In the last couplo of years. I port that tbs ooject was traveling. j 


land balloons. 


F j Thirty per cent were “astrono- ^ha w 
ft .mical phenomena” such as meteor* report 
£ litre. that tv 

{ 5 Forty per cent x/crc— ???????. * a © ©^ 


•unldcnU-J 


J---- - 7 7 . — ", . UUjUV,!, . U*U UlbUlVMUi utvi uwe WV*I 

]cn3y established raeo woula come Bii4> p*. Knot, Ky. Four National «j , un 
■ iihoro, flaunt Its abUlty in mys*«rf- Guard planes wero asked to investi- ',*& £ rioW^e R 
\ ways over the years, hut each ToleTo 


ft ways over the years, hut each .».■ •'T'olecfft limes,! 

| la ^a."" 37 ^° Ut ** 70tC0 M7 i W 
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uni.Kciy. par hour/ Captain riantell rc-: 

A i^oL-c Idaho, businessman cave ? ort5e<: . from hu Tm coins' 

the world Its flr-t flyjn*“"fft up to 23, COO feet and if Tm no dese; 

that whUo flylnff bis That was tho last radio contact 

ns observed f‘ aa « a , c "*“ 3 *! made by ItontcU with tho Godmaa 
Joets playing tag along tho Jagged . • i 

summit of Mt Rainier in tho state ^; sp ^ ^ hL , 

of Washington. found In tho tncdcago of his plane 

Succeeding reports camo *hle*. Bjar -. Qn ;Cna= _ 

and fast. , ,, ,, • "Sutsequeat InrssUjr-tloas rc- 

Three perso-s inveaUo--n^ Hj* ^ Hanteli had probably 
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Plccrf togvthc? Cj» ‘ f-igntattl 
CT’CmUv wtuo par£ cf o trfci-tl- - 
’ ; <P‘u lus'.nnnt'it ftr-vri f—> fcit I 

In tiiAincicr, tiio- ri-jl C.-ng ii. 
rlumlnuin ' construction.. .it v.sj j 
clisliUy krs then twoiael>.« ccrpoj' 
t:n^ on# Inch thick. • _ . "* | 

Oa'the inner cJfo cf tAa wheel J 

a# />f nKn>it IKpi»« ' 


rvoyca. 

R-et-co-a John t on, S I 
Kcco&sjr, CO, ttJJ t 
"saucer'* tig-rag ovc 
plena cpsea” ot>3 Clc. 

EOrtkwcst. 

i ?*'-a »ta were rot ....- —.. . . 

tl-s the* but E-eckJed they fcr.sl,fcal<J ml eh t -hr.vo been fuel foed-l 
cxn "ictnctiilns" e.oj rxpertc J; err; bore pi even'number. V. I 
lb? matter to their focvinos. ' CSv'-t* c&M the Air Force lnt?t- 
0~a cf tbs rum raid thj object Utjeuco men told him they trer-e 
tpTTfAVj M n •tilTcr** Cco cl?^t .tr.Ung Oia Iv/o tcAneistviifcout U 
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\my$t®nou s nre 
in North Utah l 

r™ 


halls 


Keep Residents mert. 

u Btloic lhe meteor theory "«>* srt - 

SA1.T LAKE CITY, April 6 /7V".. v «need, polire and sheriff - * <Je-,.- 
—The mysterious "balls of fire u , ifJ throujhout the aren ori£»ii- 
which excited residents of north-| /c) j s „ Ic j, parties to look for th< 
etn Utah have reported seeinc it or*.” But they found nothine 
•.he sky probably were nothin); witnesses who snw the fireballs 
,-nore than meteors, a college paltered o^rr a 100 -milc path ; 

fessor said Wednesday. t rn miles wide, from Salt Lake City , 

There were conflicting t c *' orl1 to the Idaho boundary. ; 

rrn the number of •'fireballs" seen. .j., ie jj rs{ , C p 0r t C ame from Brig- •. 
but an observer ct Locnn. tl* h -j, nm Citv Tucsdny at rnld-momine, 
;aid he counted six of < h 7%hen frightened resident* heme 
hurtling acioss the elenr blue * k l •,«.<, explosions. Some said the;. 
Tuesday. . -...also fell the blast*, 

i Prof. Junius J. Hayes, '• ni ' cr V' > Ted Marlin, controlman at thd 
of L'tah astronomer, said he airport tower, said he 

iieved the fireballs were meteors^. # firebaU glowing bright red 
igniting as they struck the, earth oq^o feet up. It blared 

Atmosphere, lie said there* noi *tj r jj.»,(ly - end turned white, end - !! 
»ng unuAial about It. looked like a meteor, he said. I 

l -:XPLOS10iIS HEARD. Mr». Delbert Miller of Ogden) 

I l~ it.. fl.Aksllll'l.l ll.a f;,rV..lt. .. »r<l “IsroJ 


»ng unugual about It. looked like a meteor, he said. j 

CXPLOSlOiJS HEARD. Mrs. Delbert Miller of Ogden) 

Most observers said the fireballs Utah, said the fireballs were "largd 
'cfl a stream of dark, srnokelikennd round" and scooted from cn.-f 
Upor behind them. Mid that loudto vest. I 

explosions followed their disap- Residents- of Hollywood. Calif J 
tearance. From all available r.e- rP | Kr ted seeing long streaks 
’-ountr, the path of the fiieballtblack v*t>or In the sky at ebo-j*^ 
-ndcd'ncar Mantua, In northerner same time the firehallt were: 
'Jt»h. '_'_-___) 


Are Mo Jek© 

Newst-ifet mtelligoice officers of the Air Force Lave srpsirt 
two years carefully sc.-utinixing bits of evielcnce on '“flying 
caucers” indicates, if nothing else, that the phenomenon is by 
no means fe dehd subject. 

TJie air intelligencrr section has just released a volumia-eos 
report which tells what they have been ablo to find out nbr.^t 
these celestial skruiiiier;.. U also sets a f<wv fantastic therm-is 
to rest. 

Major conclusions ere that th'e saucers are not atomic 
powered, that they are not space' chips, nor are they visiSsg 
air yachts from other planets. - - ‘ * V 

The need for such a study was obvious. Beginning in 
June, 1947, hundreds of people, including many airmen and 
a few top level Air Force officers, had seen the daucers. Of 
the cases that have been investigated, careful sifting of avsil- 
| able evidence has shown that perhaps 30 per <dint can be 
; chalked off to “aerial objects” such as weather balloons and 
birds. Another '30 per cent were ’ astronomical vLcnomtsa. 
The other 40 per cent of the reported” sightings', cannot be 

solved.^ yji) • j.. .r , — z:\~ 

The tciucer problem is no jolre to the Air ForccJ* At leasi 
two military ayiation tragedies have been the rcsul: of attempts 
to close with the objects.’ In one case the pilot, and in the 
\ other the pilot and co-pilot, died under circumstances that can 
I logically be blamed on the weather, or mechanical failures. 

: But there is enough of the unknown about the cases to sat 
I one’s spine tingling unpleasantly. 

The Air Force is now app : ymg regimentation to the 
investigation. Reports of saucer sightings are followed trp by 
investigation teams, an 1 the observer is requested to fill out a 
long questionnaire. A digest of the reports, coupled with 
information already at hand, gives air intelligence some per¬ 
spective of the problem. 

Meanwhile the research goes on, and reports contlr.re 
to trickle in—at the r« te of approximately 12 a month. And 
s*'ll the.-aucers continue to wheel, dip and hum, to the trr.s.:.c- 
it c‘ * the few and the irritation of the Air Force. v - 
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CM TRACES MANY "FLYING SAUCERS" 
TO ATMOSPHERIC CONDITIONS 


FOR RELEASE: .AM's THURSDAY, Dec. 11 

£/■ f■ (?• R‘<i. / 


A report just issued by the Civil Aeronautics Administration on last 


summer's wave of "flying saucers" traces many of the "unidentified targets" 
to secondary reflections of the radar beam by atmospheric conditions. 

Concerned with the possible detrimental effects on air traffic control, 
the CM Technical Development and Evaluation Center made a study concentra¬ 
ting on the scores of such targets sighted by the V/ashington Air Route 
Traffic Control Center radar. It also surveyed experience of the CAA 
tower radars at Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Minneapolis, and 
New York. ■ * 

Correlation of controllers' reports vrith T. r eather Bureau records 
indicated that a temperature inversion almost always existed v/hen such 
targets appeared on the radar. 

Apparently, the study says, reflections were produced by isolated 
refracting areas which traveled with the wind at or near the temperature 
inversion levels. These areas, possibly atmospheric eddies created by the 
shearing action of dissimilar air strata, were not of sufficient density to 
produce direct returns, but could bend the radar beam downward to give a 
ground return. 

Horizontal movement of these areas would produce a movement twice as 
great in the image being received on the radar scope, and in a parallel 
direction. This ties in with the fact that when the speed of targets on 
the radar was divided by two, their motions corresponded closely to the 
reported wind directions and velocities at certain altitude levels. In 
nearly all cases, the temperature inversion levels were at or adjacent to 
these altitudes. - . 

•' The fact that the radar targets always moved in one direction j- ’ 

eliminated the possibility that they were surface vehicles, the report says, 
since some vehicles would have been moving in the reverse direction. 

No evidence was found of hovering or of sudden increases in speed by 
any target. The study ascribes reports of sudden accelerations of targets 
to supersonic velocities to a controller's transfer of identity from a 
faded target to another target which was just appearing on a different 
section of the scope. " 
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Atlanta, Minneapolis, and New York International (Idlewild) reported 
no unident:)l'ied targets. The CM tower at Boston's Logan Field has 
noticed them on rare occasions, and the tower at La Guardia had one 
instance. Chicago Midway and Cleveland Municipal have observed uniden¬ 
tified targets many times, the former particularly when temperature 
inversions have been in effect. 

The report concludes that the presence of such targets has little 
effect on the control of air traffic, except that they can become a 
nuisance where helicopter operations are prevalent, since radar returns 
from small 'copters sometimes present the same characteristics. VJhere 
a collision course is involved, the controller gives traffic information, 
.since pilots would rather be warned about a spurious target than not be 
warned about a legitimate one. 

_.„The report recognizes the need for securing additional evidence on 
the problem, through observations trith more versatile equipment. 
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Four "flying dls._, - - 

In a tight, boxlike format on. 
streaked across El Cajon Volley 
at 1:15 yesterday afternoon end 
opened speculation that they may, ---- 

w» c new type cerlel target for. /ssnnett.) . v . 

In the .Mojave De—rt. . -X, - “fhev were in a perfect 

The disks, watched box formation, never varying 

as 15 minutes by some resident, 


There were four In a Oat 
formation, coming like a bat out 
of Hades across the ridge.” (The 
ridge was the cast one of El 

Cajon Valley, about 8 miles from 

" 


“I watchc-d them for about 2j 
„ - minutes.” he said. ‘They must] 

Paper* have teen connected In tome, 

"" iss t 

■feet formation through sucj.J 
’maneuvers.” 

i FAIEI.Y EVEN COURSE 


--- . ^ • DO A ion n«i nun, * ,fc ,v * * ~ 

as 15 minutes by some radons, the formation even when 

of an El Cajon trailer court, were: J h^ed. rd say they were 
described M silvery. lightning . uf 3 mUcs away from rob ct 
fast and. In the distance, obenn basest point." 
as big as large dinner plate.a. Bennett said the objects, con- 

TABGETS BEING TESTED alderlng the distance, must hevo 
It is known. however, that the been 30 feet each in «Uameder 
•Air Force h£ been experiment- ( and were of a bright silvery 
i n <r with saucer targets answer- t color. They 

* .. _ .1 rtf thP elicit 


Mrs. Bennett said the dteka a; 
times darted suddenly, as a Kl\ 

I might do. but maintained 1 
fairly even course down th 
ivalley except for occasion; 

I banka. 

Then, she said, they appears 
to hang momentarily In the a., 
[before leveling and shooting of 
at high speed. The lormatio ; 
finally disappeared to the sou 
of the Valley. 

Bennett estimated top spee, 
of the objects at ”1000 miles «u 
| hour." but admitted It was onl} 
a guess. Both he and Griswoh, 
pointed out that the disks, 1 
highly reflective, would be ms:. 


•Air Vorc- hal been experiment- and . were of a bright. sUvcr> h , Ehly reflective, would be mu, 
^ taucer targets answer- 1 , color. ‘They flashed and the sun' lead , ln £ , za when seen fron 
n? tjfe gcneS de^iptlon of the', glistened on them like twould . dlstariC& 

disk* The aerial targets. ds- on a nmw* h^nth.«*. K0 T SEEN BV FI2EH8 - | 

signed to replace towed tleew Bennett “• black line Several pilots ln the surround 

cones, presumably are rockrt ten out ^come athta^black P ^ ^ lh# ^ 

powered and controlled b> rad o. and go 1 hu wife Bar-jwere seen, but Gillespie Fielo, 

Among 12 persons spotting the - when he jj rs t taw the| personnel said none of the pilots 

objects from a trailer court d within a few minutes had reported spotlng the objerts- 

460 Chambers St.. El Cajonwore f dozen residents of thecourtj The targets reported being! 
James R- Bennett, former A r ihj,<j Witnessed the obTc ctS tested by the Air Force at Muroc 
Force fighter pilot, and Dae commander of »h^ arc circular, semi-flat dis.-c-, 

Griswold, retired Air Force ncu-j 
Irnant colonel and a flier 17» 


— Twa' watrhlng a plane take 
off from Gilh-spie Field when I 
spotted them.’ Bennett said. 

four in* formation __ 


r 


m^are circujn.r, xmnuit 

California State Guard In the ,- 3 ^,.^, ~ up to 3 feet or more In 
Sere section of the County diameter, according to reports.' 
durinr World War II. admitted-f^y are silvered and reporteoly, 
lie previously had beer dubious have reached up to 203 miles 
about "flying disk” ettries. But an hour. It Is not known, how-] 
ve-ten’.sy's pcrfonnai.co con*ever, whether n dio control har. 

k-lni-dJd m. _ _-been so perfected as to allow. 

- njo fly InjrJo'e.forjxi'MlpjT.w'! 
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